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By PIIfL GOULDIN'G 
Plain Dealer Bureau 

WASHINGTON — N e w e s t; 
American intelligence esti- 
mâtes o£ current Soviet mis- 
sile strength indicate that 
Russia has once again failed 
to produce as anticipated. 

U.S.' officiais now believe 
that the Communists hâve ap- 
proximately 180 long-rangé 
ballistic weapons, give or take 
afew. ’ • • 1 . 

This is substantially short! 
of the figure predicted for the 
Soviet Union as récently as 
early this year. 

Official American estimâtes 
then ranged from 200 to 250 
for June or July. 

! CONSI STENTL Y over the 1 
last decade, U.S. intelligence! 
experts hâve overestimated 
Communist production of stra- 
tegie weapons Systems— the 
big bombers and long-range 
missiles able to reach' the 
! United. States. 

; Defense officiais point out 
that ail intelligence prédic- 
tions tend to be on the high 
side, partly for "insurance” 
reasons. 

, But in estimâtes . of^Soviet. 


strategie strength, the intel- i American sources also ques- 
ligence community has notj (ion t h e dependabiiity 0 f the 
been close. This is not a par- L . t • . / 

tisan statement; .it applies c0V ‘ et weapons— just as the 
equally to estimâtes under ail ,'ciependability of American 
recpnt administrations. | liquid-fueîed missiles is ques 
DISPASSIONATE PentagonJ.tioned. 
sôurces noted last night: j; For years, United States in- 

The intelligence “commu- Itelligencp people hâve been 
nity” was' wrong on the bomb-j expecting the Russians to 
er gap, which never developedJjstart producing the supèrior 
- It was wrong on the missile jsolid-fueled missiles, which 
gap, which never developed. !|cannot handle as big a -war- 
Five years ago, authontiesjjhead but are m'uch more de- 
were speculating that uthe : jpendable, casier.. to. maintain, 
Russians woiild hâve an arse- quicker to fire and cheaper to 
nal of some 300.to 600 ICBM.’s make. ■ -nuiviih..' 
by the middle of last yeait iv‘d>v' 


Three yéars.ago, some-pre-ji THE RUSSIANS are be- 
dictions were stilï 'running as •] H cv ed to havo' àboutol50 bal- 
high as 500 missiles by mid-p ]istic missiles- whiclmcan be 
1963. ' ■ ' . ijlaunched fromï “subriiarines— 

■ The actual count a year ago, ;i but - 'the range isHbnly' a Very 
officiais said, was.much doser hundreer mil|s, ' the ,'sub* 
to 100. - 1 marines are nûttnqclear’ pow- 

THE UNITED STATES to-! er ^ arui they must fire from 
day has 120 liquid-fueled At-| *!% surface. • 

las missiles, 108 Titans and! Nor do American plannersj 

more than 600 solid-fueled* " “ 

Minutemen— plus 256 Polaris 
weapons capable of 1 being 
launched’by nuclèar-powered 
^ubmarines lying beneath'the 


see a vast threat from the 
Soviet bomber fleet. Defense 
Secretary Robert S. Mc- 
Namara has. said that Rus- 
sia could place only ; about 
100 heavy bombers over the 
United States (pn two r way. 
missions) plus another -150 
medium bombers over Cana- 
da and the northwest portion 
of the United States. 

There are some 1,100 bomb- 
ers'' in America’s . Strategie 
Air Command. ' 

"The plain fact is,” said' 
one top Pentagon official last 
night, “that the Russians just 
don't realize 'that they are iin 


an arms race.” 


sea. 


,.t. ... . • ■i,*.. • i ; 1. *. V; 
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I. V 

1 Intelligence Says 
Fewer Than 200 
Are Ready to Fire 

i By RICHAIÎD FRYKLUND 

Star Staff Writcr 

" 'New intelligence figures 
; indicate that the Soviet Union 
once again has failed to build 
the number of ICBMs jprediçted 
in the annual American 
estimâtes. - 


[force, makes the Soviet Union a. 
far less formidable adversary 
thon has been prcdicted during 
the last five years. 

But the United States in the 
last five years has exceeded its 
old plans. ' 

As a resuit, the Russians ara 
so. far behind they apparently! 
are not even racing. 

The Russian bomber force is 
s o small that intelligence 
officers doubt that 100 bombcrs 
î could ' make it 'to the United : 

| States and hope to return. The 
i force is so poorly traincd and;' 
icquipped that the U. S.; 


cav S Arn^r!r\ e n Ue m^di 0 ° ff ifan 1S;Strate 8 ic Air Command would 
n r o hlTfi v C will hp Lini?Ari! no1 consider any of the planes; 
downwards. adjust6d |or crews “operational 


Since the wild days of the Forces Vulnérable j 

“missile gap” prédictions, the gAC has found ihat a bomber 
Soviet Union never has built the crew that dofiS not fly f re quent 
force cxpccted. ; practice missions ail over the 

The last annual American wor i d cannot be countcd on to • > 

estimaie, passed on to Congress a war-time • target in an 
in January, said (the exact un familar couutry half a globe 
figures are not used here for awa y. Russian crews make few 
security reasons) that the fiiqhts. ail of them within the 
taans would hâve 200 to 250 soviet Union. 

ICMBs ready to fire by July. Ttv< hornher and 

The January, 1963, estimate for Æ -,re much moJe 

'hSeï ^ year h3d b6en eVGn j vulnérable than the United 
; Today, three months beyondj™ 1- - 3 % 

| July l the Russians are], The Russian bombers are' not United States ïontr-ranreï 
considered to bave fewer than [on alert but more than half of h . mhprQ ! 

.200 ready ICBMs. ! SAC’s are. Protection ' given borabers no w total 1,10°, ICBMs, 

îrcfimatne ’ I Communiât missiles is primitive 878 an ^ sub-based ballisticj 

1 and the missiles themselves are fissiles 272. » i. 

Ail of the existing long-range u n r e 1 i a b 1 e by American The American ■ buildup , is I 

■ estimâtes for future Russian standards. continuing, but the. new 

1 ICBM deployment are now If the Soviet Union had a estimâtes of Russian forces 
. being eut. large force, even ' Ohough may slow it down. 

The Air Force, as usual in the vulnérable, it would be assumed A new defense budget is being 

• annual jnter-agency discussions, in American intelligence worked on now in the Pentagon. 
is resisting the change. The estimâtes that the Kremlin vvas It will go to Congress along 

•Army, as usual, wants the contemplating- a sudden first with the intelligence estimâtes 

( estimate reduced further than strike. -A smaîl vulnérable in January. • 

jOther intelligence agencies are force, however, makes little As part of the budget proccss, 

, willing to go. sense — unless: f i v e-year plans for future 

The new ■ long-range The Russian economy simply strategie weapons are being j 
prédictions, which will be may not be able to buy a better reviewed. 

• complcted toward the end of force. • The intelligence estimâtes 

;thir, year, are cxpectcd, as Or the Russian 'bombcrs and make it sure that the planned 
usual, to take a middle position missiles may bc designed only Minuteman ICBM program — 
and concédé the Russians for threats, not use. • now tentatively set at 1,200 — j 

sevcral hundred— but wcll under xhe United States has a w ‘ 1] be reviewed closely. The 
i n jthousnnd ICBMs by 1970. different aDDroach It ic!P r °S ran l was eut a year ago, 
i The Soviet Union also is ... . PP ' ‘ ,from 1;300 when the Russians; 

: building a submarinc-Iaunched ; cammi ^ ed 0 Pelend Europe failed to build ICBMs as 1 
missile force (smallcr than its .with its long-range nudcfu'jprcviously predicted. 

ICBM force), but again the pveapons. It must, thcreforc, Sccretary 'of Defense Robert,' 
jbuild-up * s loggiog behind bave enough weapons to insure ^ MsNamara also , may feel; 

American intelligence lhe d e s t r u c ‘i ‘o n of Lhr n,ore ? ccu, ', e in his P lans toi 
] estimâtes. jT Q \ s : tr . uc a on ot lbc scrap tbe okler> poorly . 

j The missile lag, combincd Uommumst force even in tlic , m-<>tectcd. Atlas and Titan ij 
j with the APP^cxKSdtF Qff R&jaaæé (20Qi3KI5/f35ior€:iA-RDPaflffiû1 676ROOP6Q01.20025i-8 

i.Communist long-range bomber ____ ■ ; : - : ; ■ — :■ , h f;£ 1 


Russian bomber 


United 


bombers now total 1,100, ICBMs j 
878 and sub-based ballisticj 


willing to go. 

. The new 


Mt wxs 
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s Statement 


■V'' <4 J «. it 1 dfc 


;to rianorm laroup! 

Fùllomng ta <?ie text of the vs hich cach military service pkrtment \«s vulnérable to 
tintement by Secr.etary of .De-' plans. We found the Arrny re- surprise missile attack. The 
fente Robert S. McNamara be - { 011 a h'-lift which the - nomiuclear force we found 

fore the Democartio PUafornt'^l /^. was weak in oombat-ready di- 

Ccmmitter taâmr ': v î d 3 e - )Y e fou " d ^ Arm J e , r ‘ visions, weak m airlift capa- 

, Commit tee today. f visionnng a long war stock- tnity. W cak in uctical air 

My purpose this aftemoon i piling supplies for as long as support. 

;• I* to review the defense poli- j war, has supplies for. onîy a The' countcrinsurgency' 
f cilcs of .this Administration, i * ew da y s - . forces were, for ail practical 

ito report to you and tho i We found a weapons invent;- ; p-irposes, nonexistent. We be- 
i Ameriean ™ the e,,i I or y completely lacktng in lieved that the United States 

. Ain encan people 011 the fui- i certain major élément:; re- must be suprême in ail types 
: filment of the pledges made | quired for combat readiness, of military force to-meet ail 
! by the Kennedy- Johnson Ad- j but which also containcd 270 types of aggression across the 
;■ mini.stration in 1960, and to i P er cen t °£ the necessary .105 entire spectrum of modem- 
i, recommcnd ou r defense poli- i mm towed hotvitzers, and 200- day conflict, 

• cio, ior the coming vears 1 per cent of the necessary 4 2 That is why, in 1960. Presi- 
cies xor tne coming years. jnch mortars. We helieved in dents Kennedy and Johnson 
p- The defense establishment'; balanced, integrated, miti-, plcdged: 1 
we found in 1961 was based i tary farces equipped to re- = qfo recast our military 

" on a strategy of massive ‘ s P ond with a level of power Capability in order to provide 

t' nuclear reUliation as the an- | ap P£ opr . iate t0 the type of : "forces and weapons of a 
awer to ail military and po- i S 1 ^ ession mountedl a * â,r ‘ st «Hversity. balance and mobil- 

i litical aggression. We, how- i In 1961, we found military , quality to deter both limited 
over, were convinced that our i strategy to be the stepchüd and general aggression.” 
enemies would never find’ °f a predetermined budget. A J-, ÇTo create “deterrent vnil- 
f crédible a strategy which ; tmancial ceiling was placed ; itary power such that the 

Vcven the American neoole did ° n natl0 ” al ^eûurity and funds - Soviet and Chinese leaders 
,even the American people did ; wcr e allocated not on the wili hâve no doubt that an 

not believe. j basis pf military require- ■ attack on the United States 

We belicved in a strategy ! ments, but according to the' i would surely be followed bv 

of controlled flexible response, dictâtes of an arbitraiy fiscal i their own destruction ” 
whcre the military force of . policy. , <3To nursue ‘•continuons 

the United States would he*'! While we believed that our j modernizstion of our forces 
corne a fincly tuned instru- defense forces should be pro- through rntensified resea-ch 
ment of. national policy,. curcd and ' operated at the i and development, lncluding 
versatile enougii to mcet with lowest possible cost, we were ! essential pro-rams slowed 
appiopriate force the fuir convinccd thatonly the safety j- down. terminated, suspended 
spectram of possible threats • of the country should deter- l or ncglected for lack of bude- 
to our national securlty from , mine the forces to be as- f etary support” : 
gucrrilla subversion , to ail- vscmbled. ' , ji. ; when f ; I became Secretary 

out nuclciir.war.,i. 1 ^prçe ,Found 'Vulnérable f ’ i’,ef Defense in January, 1901, 
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p\vo. instructions which Présl- ' 
.dent Johnson has strongly re- 
■cmphasized: 1 , 

• «First, develop the mili- 
lary structure neccssaiy for 
à ;: soIid foundation for, our 
foreign policy, and do this 
witliout regard to arbilrary' 
or predeteimined budget ceil- v 
ings. : ;; ' ».-• . 

J «Second, having "deter-, 
mined that force stnicture, ’t 
procure and operate it at the i 
lowest possible cost, ' 

ln the first State of the J 
Union Message f.o the Con- 
gress, President Kennedy i 
said: ; ’ !■ 

"1 hâve Instnicted the Sec-. 

’ reta.ry of- Defense to re- : 
•apprii.4e.-our entire defense. 
strategy— our' ability l.o ful-i 
.fill our commitmcnts— the ef-f 
fertiveness. vulncrability, and: 
dispersai of, .our stratégie"; 
bases, forces and watT.ingj 
systems — the efficien'cy andi 
economy of our operation and' 
organisation — Ute élimination ; 
of obsolète bases and installa-; 
tions — and the adequacy. ' 
modernization and mobility of 
our présent conventional and 1 , 
nuclear forces end weapons 
Systems In the light of the! 
présent and future dangers.”; 

Kceping of Pledges j 
Under the direction of Pres- 
idents Kennedy and Johnson,'; 
with the coopération of the, 
Congress, with the support of * 
the leaders of both political 
■ parties, aided by dedicatcd ! 
and ablc assistants in and ■ 

. Continued 


keep üâesî'pIwJg'esf 11 ^f^nst the bcst-protected | ^ in 1950. lt wa* not* M ot \ 

. Vif have va stly increased j military targels as its P^' i vuable on 

. ou/'MrA.tngic nuclear and ÂpfpireMfiaeL For F^^ase 2003/(jl5(Q5ii fî^RDRSflB016iS6l3|jÿ0j5 ; D(î l l29îlf25 i ®? tc K s c orl 

’eoaventioaal atrongth. Sine» Thèse, and 


Rgl^a 

svelopm 


other new 


“ January 1961, we have &t- I weapons dcveTôpments, are 
taincd: Products of our continuing cf- 

<1A 150 per cent increase in ! tori * to keep tlie pledge wn 


îi^jiûoeo^^Q^ie 1 ^ 5 ' oa 

^^■ntinmng Tive-year basis, 
total military require- . 


the number of nuclear war-. 
heads and a 200 .per cent in- ! 
crease in total megatonnage 
in our strategie alert forces. 
<]A 60 per cent increase in 


made in 1960 and to ihake 
certain, in President Johnson's 
word®, "that the United States 
is, and will romain,- first in 
the use of science and tcch- 


the tactical nuclear force in : nology for the protection of 


I Western Europe. '•( its people. • 

<JA 4o per cent increase in by . go. per cent expenditures 
the number of combat-rcady | • for military research and de- 
.Army divisions, ' | . velopment over the level pre- 

<3A 44 per cent increase in ! vailing during the last'' four 
the number of tactical fighter' j .y-cars of the previous Admin- 
squadrons. |' istration. We hâve initiated 

<3 A 75 per cent increase in. i 208 weapons research proj- 


aircraft capability. 


- alw total military require-. 

And *uc P . J ments. Our national strategy, . 

usable against the Vtet Cong mili t*ry force structure. 

^ ,,a ? haVa tofiUrat ' i the war plaL and the défense 
,ed South Vietnam. ; bu ^ Row ^ relatcd 

Lower End of ispectrum ! ûnc to allo ther. ' 

The effectivcness of the; Today, our entire defense 
strategie nuclear deterrent we effort is planned as a unlfietl 
hâve assembled against our, wholc This System éliminâtes 
. h „ n , t „ :■ wastcful duplication, lt weeds 
cncmics has dnven thcni . ou( . p r0&rams which have- lost 

acts of political and military f bc i r original promise, frccing 

aggression at the lower end : resourccs for more profitable 

of the spectrum of conflict. : application in other areas. 

The Communists novv seek ' Tlirough it, we have been 

t/s tnt «sur eanaeitv our na- 1 ab,e to P 10VulE And niamUun . 
to test our capacity, our pa & baîanced> flexible force ca- 

tience and our will to resist , p ab ] e 0 f meeting any chai- ! 

i at the lower end of the spec- ; lenge, at the lowcst possible ' 


<1A 100 per cent. Increase i million or more eaeh. 


ccts, including.77 costing 510 trum by crawîing under the ' cost. 


in ship construction to mod- 
ernize our flect 

Ç An. 800 per cent increase 
in the spécial forces trained 
for counterinsurgency. 


I would like to mention just 
a few of the new projects 
and new weapons Systems in- 
itiated or carried to comple- 
tion during this Administra- 


To appreciate the full ex- tion: 
tent of this .force, we must qThe SR-71, a îong-range, 
contrast it to that of our .manned, supersonic strategie 
principal adversary. By sueh military reconnaissance, air- 
a test, our strategie superi-, craft, which employs the most 1 
' ority is uncontcstible. . advanced observation equip- 

Our strategie alert forces ment in thé world and flies 
now hâve 1,100 bombers, in- at over 2,000 miles per hour 
cluding 550 on 15-minute and an altitude of over 80,- 
alert, equlpped with decoy 000 feet. 
missiles and other pénétra- «JThe new Nike-X, which 
tion aids to assure that they ; will give us the option to de- 
' will teaeh thelr targets. pîoy — if the national eeeu- 

I The Soviet Union could, rity requires it — the most ad- 
’ith difficulty, place over vanced antl - ballistic missile 
sis country on two-way mis- yet conccived by any nation, 
ions sllghtly more than 100 *IThe new A-7-A aircraft, 
cavy bombers, plus 150 me- which will give the Navy 
iuni bombers capable of I superior attack .capability at 
triking only Canada and tlie 1 more than double the range 
orthwestem corner of tlie i of the A-4-E that it will re- 

i 'î'United States. . ; t place. 

\\ We no whave more than f.' «iThe Ex-10, a heavy, new 


nuclear défenses of the freej The détermination to main- 
world. ' i tain the necessary military 

The threat. Huit Castro pre- ! force for our national securi- 
sents to Latin Aunerica and i ty without regard to arbitrary : 
the challenge before us today j budgets does not meaù that 
in South Vietnam lies not in ■ we must discard either com- 
nuclear war, but in the twi- mon sense or prudent man- 
light zone of guerrilla terror- ' agement. True economy Ss not 
' ism and subversion. t really the product of arbi- 

To dcal with this form of [' trary budget ceilings. It never 1 
political and military aggres-j has been. True economy in 
sion and similar acts of vio-/, building tlie nation's défense 
lence which are less than àllf | consistsin: •. 

out war, since 1961: I qBuying only whatwenced. 

<IWe hâve increased tlie j . çBuylng a't the lowcst 
'regular strength'of the Army , sound price. •' 


by 100,000 men, and the num- 
ber of ' combat-ready divi- 
sons front 11 to 16. , 

<IWe have raiscd tne num- i 


<1 And reduel ng operating 
costs. 

In the absente of these pre- 
cepts, our reconstituted de- 


ber of tactical fighter squad- f C nse force would hâve cost 


rons front 5 to 79. 

We have trained over 100,- 
000 officers in counter-insur- 


many . billions of dollars 
moré than tlie 550 billion that 
we have been required to in- 


gency skills necessary to fight V est each year. By foliowing 
guerrilla and anti-guemlla these precepts, we have: 


warfare. ■ 

îWe have put into produc- 


<!Saved 52.5 billion in fiscal 
year 1964 alone, $1 bil- 


!jS00 fully armed, dependable |- type of torpédo for use against which will, by 1968, increase 
JÏCBJus deployed on launch- i deep-diving, fast, nuclear-sub our airlift by 400 per cent 
|brs. almost ali in hardencd : marines. over wliat we had in 1961. 


tion the new C-141 Starlifter, ij on more than our original 

U!.U ! Il l irifO - A. 1 


î|ar.d dispersed silos. The So- *11710 new main battle tank, 
feviet Union has fewer than which will give our ground 
Sonc-fourth this number, and forces armor superiority 
Kfewcr stül in hardencd silos, throughout the 1970’s. 
g; Our Navy now has 256 *ÏThe revolutionary varia- 
Polaris missiles deployed in ble sweep-winged F-ÜI fight- 
; 16 submarines; 25 more Po- er-bomber, a supersonic air- 


|3aris submarines are under 
«construction. The Soviet 
jiUnion's submarine - launched 
Ibaliistic missile fleet is, by 
|comparir:on, small and in- 
fieffectivc. 

?: Each of our Polaris missiles 


craft which has double the' craft has created and our wis- 


our airlift by 400 per cent qset a goal of future sav- 
over wliat we had in 1961. ings of 54.6 bilUon each year, 
What I have Just described every year. beginning in fis* 
is an aggregation of force cal year 1968. 

Without parallel in humani «jRcduced annual operating ; 
hisfcory. As President Johnson: costs by 5568 million by ter- 
has said, we, as well as our minating operations at obso- ’ 
adversaries, must stand in ] c j c surplus military 

awe before the power our bases. ■ 


range and several times the 
payload of any previous fight- 
er-bomber. 

Let me assure you that' our 
strategie forces are and - will 
remain in the 19G0’s and the 


dom must labor to control.” 


Tumed back to tlie pri- 
vate sector of our economy 


To creato and maintain such j j 100 square miles of real 


Sÿis carried in a nuclear- | ' seventies, sufficient to insure 
Kpowered submarine — but only !.■ the destruction of both the 
small perccntage of Soviet i Soviet Union and Communist 


a force has required the in- 
yestmént of $30 billion more 
for the fiscal years 1962-1965 
than would have been spent 
had we continued at tlie level 
of the last defense budget of 


estate which is now tax-pro- -, 
ducing instead of tax-consurn* , 
ing. 

We could not have inst.i - 1 
tuted the integrated System; 
by which we have increased ,- 


Lballistic missile submarines 
|liave nuclear power. 

^ Each of our Polaris missiles - 


China, under the worst im- 
aginable circumstances. ac- 
companying the outbreak of 


the previous Administration. our strength vvit hout the 
To ci-eate and mamtain such who i eh earted coopération and 


a force requires natural re- 

. , , , , . .. sources, scientific ingenuity, 

; be launched from beneatli . war. Thcre shoulcl be no doubt industrial complexes, and mil- vS.,h, 

| the surface. The Soviet's have , that of tliis ln the mind of lions of Americans dedicated a. n v svstem - win èv 

! n ° SUEh opcrational missile, i any American. Thcre is noue to the securitÿ of this coun- - , 

Each of our Polaris missiles | in tha minds of our enemies. U y and tlie free world. = ; SŒ Undcr his 
I has a range of 1,500 miles or j But nuclear power alone is T o hamess this wide array i«trfkion ‘as never hefe 
more. The range of Soriet ; not enough. Such power was 0 f human and material re- ; fe^onai' mflita™ m 

submanne -launched missiles ; not usable against Uie Soviets sources, and to form them , r rom eU fou r sèvres r 

is less than one-third as much. when they blockaded our into usable power requires an a C ritîcalfIcto7inth 

1 Product* Of Efforts • friends in West Eerlin. excccdingly précisa dogrce of ning of our defoos^str 

Th. Such power was not usable control. The engine of defense As Ceneral Tavlnr 

‘ i toiccs • against Communist guemllas must be so haniessed' that its Chtt tv Mnl 

- will soon be further increased : in Grecce in 1947. It was not V ast uower may be unleashcd ÎT- iSL, 

Pohris I f lto the >, usabIe ln Mala y a in lÿiS - 11 to the précisé degree required “f ^taff, sUted m 10J53 

Lt liinni'i^ T a " d 016 ! was not usable a ? a,nst G 0 " 1 * bÿ whatever threat we face. Coiïtl 

, ne Thê Im MimUcmS- U is a, 1 
' grcat an improvement of the 
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support of our men and wom- ;; 
en in uniform. , 

Ncither this systeni — lier ' 
any systeni — will ever be a 
substitute for sound military, 
judgment. Under this Admin- , 
istration. as never before, pro- i 
fessional military judgment- 
from ail four services has been , 
a critical factor in. the plan-.' 
ning of our defense strategy. * 
As General Taylor, former; 


and ^ ; was not usable ÿMûi.. 

i he 1 ‘ MinütemS-' U is as ^ ^ 


must oe so namessea yiat its Chairman of the Joint Chicfs 
vast power may oe unleashcd • { in 

to the précisé degrce required 0IHtaa ’ sW . m • 

by whatever threat we face. ! C,07iv,iUU.G& 
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f "The voice of the Ameri- 1 
i. can soidier is entitled to a 
; serious hearing In our nation- 
i. al councils — and I am hap- 
-, py to report that today he 

V receives that hearing.” 

jv , Judgment and Techniques 
’ Mr. Chairman, as you and I 
\ know, it is only by combin- 

■ hig the best military 1 judg- 
i: ut eut in the world and the 
j-most advanced scientlflc and 

analytical techniques, that we 
i'have been able to create and 
£ control the balanced, flexible, 
! forces now at our disposai. , 

!! . Development of the greatest 
military power in human his- 
tory — with a capabüity to 
; respond to every level of ag- 
gression across the entire 
• spcctrum of conflict — is 
beyond question the most 
significant achievement in the 
defense establishment during 
our years in office. 

Having placed this vast 
power at the disposai of the 
President of the United 

■ States, we hâve also given 
; liim the means to control it. 

For, Iiis is an awesome rc- 
j sponsibility. A full-scale nu- 
clear exchange between the 
I' United States and the Soviet 
Union, lasting less than one 
h our, would kill ahnost 100 
million Americans — tlie 
\ équivalent of over 300 World 
War ITs. There would be lit- 
tle comfort in knowing that 
. • °ver 100 million Russians 
l;,- would also be killed. 

V Tlie awesome responsibility 
to unleash , such forcé, ï 
believe, cap rest only on the 
highest elected official in this 

’.eountry— the President of the 
- United i .States, a ,^j^ 


■TÎ'is is \vhy'~\v'é < hàve' de-f 
vol^d such talent and energyi 
-toybring nuclear’ weapons' un-' 
crer the a.ctuaî, as well; 
as theorctical, control of the; 
President. .. •■] 

Our best scicntists hâve' 
created the most secure and 
the most depenclable corn-l 
munications and control sys-' 1 
tem conceived by man. Every' 
step from the finit cOmmand- 
to the final fi ring is partici-: 
pated in by two or more-; 
people foliowing intricate and : 

. Inghly secret procedures. Each j 
! of these procedures is per- - 
; sonaily approved by the Presi-. j 
dent himself. ' 

We in defense will sparei 
no energy to make certain j 
that tlie President of the v ; 
United States — and lie alone « 
•~has complété control over' 
the dispatch of our . nuclear i! 
weapons. ’• 

1 I consider the provisions of i 
this control to the President -1 
my most solemn obligation as ? 
Sccctary of Defense. 

.1 believe this has also been 
the view of every United 
States President, every Secre 
tary of State and every Secre 
tary of Defense in , the nu 
cl car era. As President John 
son has said: 

■ "I believe that the final 
responsibility for ail decisions 
on nuclear weapons must rest 
• with the civilian head of this 
; Government, the President of 
:the United States. And l‘ 

.. . . believe that 1s the way 
Uie American people want it,” . 

And this is the first , 

■ plcdge that I would recoin*-; 

] mend we make to the Amer* 
i. ican people ln 1864. A’ 
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